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through the agency of Mr. Sparks, who was sent
to Augusta for the purpose, commissioners were
also appointed in Maine ; but these last were in-
structed to adhere to the line of 1783 as claimed
by the United States. Lord Ashburton and Mr.
Webster readily agreed that a treaty must come
from mutual conciliation and compromise; but,
after a good deal of correspondence, it became ap-
parent that the Maine commissioners and the Eng-
lish envoy could not be brought to an agreement.
A dead-lock and consequent loss of the treaty were
imminent. Mr. Webster then had a long inter-
view with Lord Ashburton. By a process of give
and take they agreed on a conventional line and
on the concession of certain rights, which made a
fair bargain, but unluckily the loss was suffered by
Maine and Massachusetts, while the benefits re-
ceived by the United States accrued to New York,
Vermont, and New Hampshire. This brought the
negotiators to the point at which they had already
been forced to halt so many times before. Mr.
Webster now cut the knot by proposing that the
United States should indemnify Maine and Massa-
chusetts in money for the loss they were to suffer
in territory, and by his dexterous management the
commissioners of the two States were persuaded to
assent to this arrangement, while Lord Ashburton
was induced to admit the agreement into a clause
of the treaty. This disposed of the chief ques-
tion in dispute, but two other subjects were in-